Art and Design policy

Britannia. Community Primary School

2.2

Polics on. / Desi

Aims and ob jectives

Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences, and a. special
way of understanding and responding to the world. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think,
through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. Children become involved in
shaping their environments through art and design activities. They learn to make informed judgements, and
aesthetic and practical decisions. They explore ideas and meanings through the work of artists and designers.
Through learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life

and on different periods and cultures. The appreciation and en joyment of the visual arts enrich all our lives.
Our ob jectives in the teaching of art and design are:

® 1o enable children to record from ﬁrst—hand experience and from imagination, and to select their own ideas

to use in their work;
e 1o develop creativity and imagination through a range of comp[ex activities;
e to improve the children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques;

e 1o increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times and

cultures;
e 1o develop increasing oonﬁdence in the use oj: visual and tactile elements and materials;

e to foster an en joyment and appreciation of the visual arts, and a knowledge of artists, craﬁspeople and

dengrwrs;
e o develop the cross-curricular use of art and design in all sub jects.

Teaching and learning style

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in art and design lessons. Our principal aim is to develop
the children’s knowledge, skills and understandmg. We ensure that the act of investigating and makmg somethmg
includes exp[ormg and deve[opmg ideas, and evalu,atmg and davelopmg work. We do this best through a mixture of
whole-class teaching and individual or group activities. Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual
per-formance as models or the other children. They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods,
and the work of others, and to say what they think and feel about them. We give children the opportunity to work,
by themselves and. in collaboration with others, on projects in two and three dimensions, and at different scales.
Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, induding Information and

Communication Technology (ICT).

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our dasses, and we provide suitable learning
opportunities or all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this
through a range of strategies:

e setting tasks that are open—mdad and can have a variety of responses;
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®  setting tasks of increasing difficulty, where not all children complete all tasks;

e  grouping children by ability, and setting different tasks for each group where necessary;
® providing a range of challenges with different resources;

®  having more adults support the work of individual children or small groups;

e providing specialist support where individual children have particular gifts or talents.

Art and design curriculum planning
Art and design is a foundation sub ject in the National Curriculum. At Britannia CP School, we use the national
scheme of work as the basis for our curriculum planning in art and design. We have adapted the Lancashire

progression in skills as the foundation for planning.

We carry out the curriculum planning in art and design in three phases: long-term, medium-term and short-term.
Our long-term plan maps out the themes covered in each term du.r'mg the key stage. Our subJ’ec’[ leader devises this

plan in con junction with teaching colleagues in each year group.

Our medium-term plans, give details of each unit of work for each term. These p[ams deﬁne what we will teach,
and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. The subject leader is responsible for

keeping and reviewing these plans.

Where appropriate the class teachers may complete a daily plan for each art and design lesson. These list the
specLﬁc Leammg obJ’ectLvas and expected outcomes, and give details of how to teach the lessons and how success will be
measured. |he dass teacher keeps these individual plans, and the class teacher and su.bJ'ect leader often discuss them
on an informal basis. Individual lesson plans are not appropriate where the skills are being taught within another

curriculum area.

We plan the activities in art and design so that they build on the children’s prior learning. While we give children of
all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also ensure progression by
Following Lancashire’s progression in skills, so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up

through the school.

At the start of each unit, the children will be given an artist linked to the skill they are learning. They will study
this artist and their work in order to develop their skills and produce work in the style of them.

Our school teaches topic lessons in block units. As a teaching team, we have created a long term plan which ensures
all the key learning statements are planned for across the year. By teaching topics in blocked units, the children are

able to be Fully immersed in the topic which is expected to produce a higher standard of work.

The Foundation Sta,ge

We encourage creative work in the reception dlass, as this is part of the Foundation Stage of the National
Curriculum. We relate the children’s creative development to the ob jectives set out in the Early Learning Goals,
which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. The children’s learning includes art, music,
dance, role-play and imaginative play. The range of experience encourages children to make connections between one

area of learning and another, and so extends their understanding.

We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. Children are engaged in a wide range
of activities, and their responses involve the various senses. We give them the opportunity to work alongside artists

and other adults. The activities that they take part in are imaginative and en joyable.
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Contribution of art and desi.gn. 1o tea.chi.n.g in other curriculum areas
English

Art and design contributes to the teaching of English in our school by encouraging children to ask and answer
questions about the starting points for their work. They have the opportunity to compare ideas, methods and
approaches in their own work and that of other children, and to say what they think and feel about them.

Mathematics

Art and design contributes to children’s mathematical understanding by giving opportunities to develop the children’s

understanding of shape and space through work in two and three dimensions.
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship

Art and design contributes to the teaching of some elements of personal, social and health education and citizenship.
The children discuss how they feel about their own work, and the methods and approaches used by others. They have
the opportunity to meet and talk with artists and other talented adults during their work.

SerLmaL, moral, social and cultural development

The teaching of art and design of fers opportunities to support the social development of our children through the
way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Groupmgs allow children to work toge’[her, and give them the
chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their own work and the work of others. Their work in general helps
them to deve[op a. respect for the abilities of other children, and encourages them to collaborate and cooperate across
a range of activities and experiences. The children learn 1o respect and work with each other and with adults, thus
developing a. better understanding of themselves. They also develop an understanding of different times and

cultures, through their work on famous artists, designers and craftspeople.

Art and desi.gn. and computing

Computmg enhances our teachmg of art and dengn, wherever appropriate, in all keg stages. Children use soﬁware
to explore shape, colour and pattern in their work. Older children collect visual Lnformaﬁon to help them deve[op
their ideas bg using ditha[ and video cameras, scanners, dLtha[ microscopes and d.LthLsLng tablets. Theg record their
observations, and theg mampulate them through photo—estLng or painting software to create mgttha[ creatures. The
children also use the Internet, to find out more about the lives and works of famous artists and designers, and to

assemble their own presentations about them.

Art and, design and indusion
We teach art and dengn to all children, whatever their abLLL’Eg and individual needs. Art and destgn Forms part of

our school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all our children. Our teachers provide
learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties. We strive to meet the
needs of all pupLLs with specLal educational needs, disabilities, specLal gtﬁs and talents, and of those leammg EnglLsh

as an additional language.

When the progress of a child falls significantly outside the expected range, then the child may have special
educational needs. We assess the needs of each pupil, using a variety of techniques, and we take action to enable the

child to learn as effectively as possible.

Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan
(IEP). This may include targets specifically related to performance in art and design, and the teacher will pay

attention to these and other learning targets when planning lessons.
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We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities while studying art and design. Where children
participate in activities outside the classroom (a visit to an art gallery, for example), we carry out a risk assessment

beforehand, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Assessment for learning

We assess the children’s work in art and design while observing them working during lessons. Teachers record the
progress made by children against the learning ob jectives for their lessons. At the end of a unit of work, teachers
make a. judgement against the National Curriculum expectations and Lancashire’s progression in skills. Teachers then
use the levels that they record to plan the future work of each child, and to make an annual assessment of progress
For each child, as part of the annual report to parents and carers. Teachers will upload examples of children’s
work onto Target Tracker and ensure that they attach the linked ob jectives that the child has met.

Children are encouraged to assess and evaluate both their own work and that of other pupils. This helps them to

appreciate how they can improve their performance, and what their targets should be for the future.

The art and design sub ject leader keeps evidence of the children’s work in a portfolio. This demonstrates the expected
level of achievement in art and design in each year of the school.

Resources
We have a wide range of resources o support the teaching of art and design across the school. All our classrooms
have a range of basic resources, but we keep the more specialised equipment in the art and design store. This room is

accessible to children only under adult supervision.

Moni.tori.n.g and review

The coordination and planning of the art and design curriculum are the responsibility of the sub ject leader, who

also:

®  supports col[eagu.es in their teachmg, bg keepmg 'mformed about current davelopmmts in art and de,ngn, and

bg prodeLng a. strategic lead and direction for this subJ’ecT;

®  gives the headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in art

and design, and indicates areas for further improvement;

o uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children’s work, and to observe

lessons of art and design across the school.

®  Reports to the school governors on a termly basis.

The quality of teaching and learning in art and design is monitored and evaluated by the headteacher as part of

the school's agreed cycle of lesson observations.

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years.

Signed: JMallon
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